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Important passages from the

Sermon on the Mount
Matthew 5-7
Glenn F. Chesnut

The dangers of anger
Matthew 5:21 You have heard that it was said to the men of old, ‘You shall not kill; and
whoever kills shall be liable to judgment.’ 22 But I say to you that every one who is
angry with his brother shall be liable to judgment; whoever insults his brother shall be
liable to the council, and whoever says, ‘You fool!’ shall be liable to the hell of fire.

Making amends
Matthew 5:23 So if you are offering your gift at the altar, and there remember that your
brother has something against you, 24 leave your gift there before the altar and go; first
be reconciled to your brother, and then come and offer your gift. 25 Make friends quickly
with your accuser, while you are going with him to court, lest your accuser hand you over
to the judge, and the judge to the guard, and you be put in prison; 26 truly, I say to you,
you will never get out till you have paid the last penny.

Pray for those against whom you hold a resentment
Matthew 5:43 You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor and hate
your enemy.’ 44 But I say to you, Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute
you, 45 so that you may be sons of your Father who is in heaven; for he makes his sun
rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just and on the unjust.

Don't go around trying to show off your good deeds
or showing off how religious you are
Matthew 6:1 Beware of practicing your piety before men in order to be seen by them; for
then you will have no reward from your Father who is in heaven. 2 Thus, when you give
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alms, sound no trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in their congregations and in the
streets, that they may be praised by men. Truly, I say to you, they have received their
reward. 3 But when you give alms, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is
doing, 4 so that your alms may be in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will
reward you.

Keep your prayers simple, just talk to God
Matthew 6:5 And when you pray, you must not be like the hypocrites; for they love to
stand and pray in the synagogues and at the street corners, that they may be seen by men.
Truly, I say to you, they have received their reward. 6 But when you pray, go into your
room and shut the door and pray to your Father who is in secret; and your Father who
sees in secret will reward you. 7 And in praying do not heap up empty phrases as the
pagans do; for they think that they will be heard for their many words. 8 Do not be like
them, for your Father knows what you need before you ask him.

The Lord’s Prayer
Matthew 6:9 Pray then like this: Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. 10
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, On earth as it is in heaven. 11 Give us this day our
daily bread; 12 And forgive us our debts, As we also have forgiven our debtors; 13 And
lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil. 14 For if you forgive men their
trespasses, your heavenly Father also will forgive you; 15 but if you do not forgive men
their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.

We must make a total surrender to God,
and quit being so fearful about material things
Matthew 6:19 "Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust
consume and where thieves break in and steal, 20 but lay up for yourselves treasures in
heaven, where neither moth nor rust consumes and where thieves do not break in and
steal. 21 For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.
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We must make a total surrender to God,
and quit being so fearful about material things
Matthew 6:24 "No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the
other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and
mammon.

We must make a total surrender to God,
and quit being so fearful about material things
25 Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about your life, what you shall eat or what you
shall drink, nor about your body, what you shall put on. Is not life more than food, and
the body more than clothing? 26 Look at the birds of the air: they neither sow nor reap
nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more
value than they? 27 And which of you by being anxious can add one cubit to his span of
life? 28 And why are you anxious about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how
they grow; they neither toil nor spin; 29 yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was
not arrayed like one of these. 30 But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which today
is alive and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not much more clothe you, O men
of little faith?

First Things First — One Day at a Time
Matthew 6:31 Therefore do not be anxious, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall
we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ 32 For the pagans seek all these things; and your
heavenly Father knows that you need them all. 33 But seek first his kingdom and his
righteousness, and all these things shall be yours as well. 34 Therefore do not be anxious
about tomorrow, for tomorrow will be anxious for itself. Let the day's own trouble be
sufficient for the day.

Don't take other people’s inventory, just
keep my own side of the street swept clean
Matthew 7:1 Judge not, that you be not judged. 2 For with the judgment you pronounce
you will be judged, and the measure you give will be the measure you get.
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Don't take other people’s inventory, just
keep my own side of the street swept clean
Matthew 7:3 Why do you see the speck that is in your brother's eye, but do not notice the
log that is in your own eye? 4 Or how can you say to your brother, ‘Let me take the speck
out of your eye,’ when there is the log in your own eye? 5 You hypocrite, first take the
log out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to take the speck out of your
brother's eye.

Every morning pray “Please keep me sober today”
Matthew 7:7 Ask, and it will be given you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be
opened to you. 8 For every one who asks receives, and he who seeks finds, and to him
who knocks it will be opened.

The Golden Rule sums up every good
moral and ethical rule ever written
You don’t need hundreds of biblical rules — or hundreds of AA rules — all you need
to remember is to treat other people the way you would want to be treated, if you
were in their place. And remember that what we want most of all from other people,
is that they cut us some slack sometimes if we make a mistake.

Matthew 7:12 Whatever you wish that men would do to you, do so to them; for this is the
law and the prophets.

Real spirituality bears fruit, false spirituality bears thorns
People who pretend to be religious and spiritual are lying, even if they talk about it all
the time, if they do not treat their fellow human beings at all times with compassion,
generosity, and forgiveness, expressed in continual concrete acts of kindness toward
each of the other individuals around them.

Matthew 7:16 You will know them by their fruits. Are grapes gathered from thorns, or
figs from thistles? 17 So, every sound tree bears good fruit, but the bad tree bears evil
fruit. 18 A sound tree cannot bear evil fruit, nor can a bad tree bear good fruit. 19 Every
tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.

